
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 

September 2021 
 
 
Hopewell’s School Council welcomes everyone to a brand new school year! We still may need to limit our face to 
face time with other parents, but hopefully we will still manage to connect virtually.  
 
As a parent/guardian of a Hopewell student, you are already a member of School Council. Participating in School 
Council is a perfect way to stay involved and have input into your child’s education experience. We welcome all to 
become involved through sharing ideas, time and expertise.   
 
Over the years, Hopewell School Council, along with the staff and students, discussed, organized and executed 
many activities and programs. Examples include yard improvements, transportation and safety, pizza program, 
fundraising initiatives, Movie Nights, the new Welcome Mural and parent speaker series, to name a few.  
 
School council meets regularly to discuss, plan, and implement new and continuing programs. Once again, we will 
need to host meetings virtually. You are welcome to attend one or all meetings, it’s totally up to you. Upcoming 
School Council meetings will be listed on the Hopewell Website (under the School Council drop-down menu), 
announced on the Council’s Facebook page (www.facebook.com/hopewellavepsschoolcouncil/) and mentioned in 
the administration’s regular email messages. 
 
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00pm, but this year the new council will determine how 
often meetings will be held. Which brings us to our next topic! All parents/guardians are invited to the 2021-22 
School Council Executive election night on Tuesday, September 28th at 7:00 pm. Our council currently has five 
elected positions: co-chairs, co-treasurers, and a secretary. If you are interested in a co-chair position, or either the 
secretary or treasurer positions, please email your nomination to our Principal, Martina Sherwood, at 
martina.sherwood@ocdsb.ca by Friday, September 24. In your email, can you please state which position 
you are interested in and put the subject line “School Council Nomination”. Sadly, we are saying goodbye to 
our wonderful treasurer, Allison, since she has moved out of our school district, so if you appreciate budgets, 
please consider the treasurer position. If you would like to be a voting member of the school council, you must 
attend the September meeting. There are only 20 voting positions available to ensure we can reach quorum for a 
vote. Please remember you don’t need to be a voting member of council to attend a meeting, all are welcome to 
attend at any time. 
 
Closer to the meeting date, the school will send an email to all parents/guardians that will contain a link to the 
meeting.  
 
Thank you and we hope to see you on September 28th, 
Daphne & Bryce 
School Council Co-Chairs 
 
 
 
Details about these positions can be found on the next page.   
 
2020 – 2021 Executive  
Co-Chair: Daphne Dumbrille   
Co-Chair:   Bryce Colenbrander   
Treasurer:  Allison Kelley   
Secretary:   Claire Kerry  
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The following are the roles and responsibilities of the Council’s Executive members: 
 
Chair or Co-Chairs: 

• calls school council meetings; 
• prepares the agenda for school council meetings; 
• participates in information and training programs; 
• communicates with the school principal; 
• ensures that there is regular communication with the school community; 
• consults with senior Board staff and trustees, as required; 
• facilitates input to the Ontario Ministry of Education and Training as appropriate; 
• works in conjunction with the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils; 
• conducts the business of the council between meetings including keeping the school community informed 

of current issues, dealing with priority issues in consultation with other council members as required; 
• ensures the safe-keeping of council records; 
• acts as signing officer for council; 
• prepares correspondence as required. 

 
Secretary: 

• takes minutes of the council meetings; 
• prepares and distributes minutes to the council members (and to the school community as appropriate) 

within prescribed time lines; 
• maintains a full and accurate account of all council meetings; 
• provides for inspection of the minute book and records of the council to any member of council or mem-

ber of the school's community, on request; 
• arranges for the web posting of minutes to the Hopewell Avenue Public School website. 

 
Treasurer or Co-Treasurers: 

• takes charge of any finances of the council, ensures the safe keeping of the council; 
• finances in accordance with the policies and procedures of the Board of Education, and provides an ac-

counting thereof as may be required from time to time; 
• provides an annual financial report to the council and the membership at large; 
• ensures the safekeeping of the accounts, the books of accounts, and supporting invoices and receipts; 
• consults with the school administration on budget and financial matters; 
• in consultation with the chair or co-chairs, ensures that a general review of the financial records of the 

council is done on an annual basis by a member of the school community who is not a member of the 
council; 

• performs such other related duties as may be assigned by the Chair of council from time to time. 


